
DMI and the Agency for Climate Data are merging into a new agency 
The Ministry of Climate, Energy and Utilities has decided that DMI and the Agency for Climate 
Data will merge into one new agency: DMI, Maps and Basic Data. Serious climate change is 
looming, and the green transition requires significant changes in how we organise our society, 
while data and technology are business-critical. The challenges of the future are best addressed 
by joining forces. 

 

Denmark needs to be equipped to handle extreme weather events such as storm surges, heavy 
rainfall, and flooding, which are occurring more frequently. The changed security policy situation and 
the rearmament of the Armed Forces create a need to enhance deliverables in areas such as terrain 
mapping, meteorology, as well as advising on climate, and ice conditions. 

The purpose of merging DMI and the Agency for Climate Data into a single agency is to provide 
updated decision-making support to the state, municipalities, and businesses in a time where climate, 
security, and geopolitics are increasingly interconnected. 

• In these years, the state faces major tasks and investments, requiring careful consideration 
and optimal use of both financial and professional resources. I have therefore decided that we 
can most effectively meet future challenges by merging the two agencies, achieving synergy 
and joined-up thinking about task and IT investments within the ministry, says Permanent 
Secretary Lars Frelle-Petersen. 

The merger takes place in December 
The merger will take effect on 1 December 2026, and the new agency DMI, Maps and Basic Data will 



have over 600 employees. The headquarters will be at the current address on Skt. Kjelds Plads in 
Copenhagen, where both agencies are already located. 

Rikke Hougaard Zeberg, currently Director-general of the Agency for Climate Data, will become 
Director-general of the new agency. DMI, Maps and Basic Data will have four Deputy Directors: Ulrik 
Smith Korsholm and Thomas Kjellberg Christensen from DMI – and Sarah Kirkeby and Søren Beltofte 
from the Agency for Climate Data. All four are currently Deputy Directors in DMI and the Climate Data 
Agency, respectively. 

• I look forward to leading a unified agency that combines data, knowledge, and digital solutions 
so we can respond more quickly and deliver data critical to society around the clock, which 
protects citizens – while supporting the green transition. The coming months will be spent 
preparing for the merger, and I look forward to working with both my current and new 
colleagues, says Director-general Rikke Hougaard Zeberg. 

The merger will not affect access for Danes and Greenlanders to information about weather, sea, and 
ice charts. DMI’s weather website, app, and social media will remain unchanged. 

DMI’s current Director-general Marianne Thyrring will retire from her position and take up a new role in 
DMI, Maps and Basic Data as Chair of EUMETSAT, Europe’s meteorological weather satellite 
organisation, which monitors weather and climate from space. 

DMI’s Director-general Marianne Thyrring says: 

• I am eager to tackle an exceptionally interesting professional, leadership challenge, and I look 
forward to seeing the new agency flourish and develop. 

Both are among the state’s oldest institutions 
The Agency for Climate Data currently has about 250 employees and is responsible for basic data, and 
runs the system behind Denmark’s Address Register and the Data Distribution Platform, as well as 
being responsible for data on Denmark’s geography, maps, climate and elevation models. The Agency 
was established on 1 January 2016 as the Agency for Data Supply and Efficiency and changed its name 
to Agency for Climate Data in 2024. Parts of the Agency for Climate Data date back to the 
establishment of the Danish Degree Measurement in 1816, which later became the Geodetic Institute. 

DMI currently has around 360 employees and provides meteorological knowledge and data within the 
Kingdom of Denmark, the Faroe Islands, and Greenland, including adjacent waters and airspace. DMI 
is the authoritative warning authority and the government’s climate advisor. DMI is also a research 
institute, conducting research into future climate scenarios for climate adaptation. The Meteorological 
Institute opened in 1872. The current DMI was formed in 1990 through the merger of the 
Meteorological Institute, the Meteorological Service for Civil Aviation, and the Meteorological Service 
for Defence. 

 


